
Furthermore, the Mafwe get in contact with their origins and face the loss 
of their original values. The Living Museum allows the Mafwe to profi t 
from their tradi� onal skills. The Mafwe have found a reason to ac� vely 
retain their cultural iden� ty. Once again they are prac� cing their ancient 
skills that were disappearing and are passing them on to new genera� ons. 
So the Living Museum func� ons as a school for history and culture.

  The Living Museum of the Mafwe

       The Living Museum off ers visitors an interes� ng in-
      sight into the life of the Mafwe. The Living Muse-
      um is an authen� c open-air museum where guests can
   learn a lot about the tradi� onal culture and the original 
way of living of the Mafwe. They demonstrate and describe everything with 
great dedica� on and the guide translates into English. Almost every pro-
gram off ered is interac� ve, because the Mafwe enjoy it when visitors try to 
weave a tradi� onal net or taste some of the tradi� onally prepared meals

Program 2009

1. Short Program: You will get an in-
troduc� on into our tradi� onal life and 
you will learn a bit about our historic 
cra� manship. Follow us on a short bu-
shwalk and enjoy the singing and dan-
cing a� erwards. (1,5 - 2 h, N$ 120,- / 
person).

2. Spend a day with us: Experience the 
daily rou� ne in our tradi� onal life by 
joining us for a whole day. Try to make 
fi re, stamp the mahangu and taste our 
tradi� onal food. You will learn about 
some of our tradi� onal cra� smanship 
(weaving, forging an arrow point, ma-
king jewellery, bows, arrows, spears, 
...). Follow us on a bushwalk and get an 
impression about how we used to hunt 
and fi sh. Enjoy the evening around our 
camp fi re with singing, dancing and 
games. (4 – 5 h; N$ 250,- / person)

3. Our present village: Meet our fri-
endly people on a guided walk through 
our modern village and see how we live 
today. (1,5 – 2 h; N$ 75.- / person).

  

       
      
      
   learn a lot about the tradi� onal culture and the original 

Three Benefi ts: The Mafwe bene-
fi t in three ways from their work as 
actors in the  Museum.

Firstly it is a source of income for 
the villagers who are dependant 
on subsistence farming and strugg-
ling with poverty. Now the Living 
Museum as well as the cra� shop 
provide the people of Singalamwe 
with an income!
 

Last but not least the Living Museum off ers an 
ac� ve intercultural exchange. In the scope of 
the Living Museum a lot of people get in con-
tact with the culture of the Mafwe and begin 
to understand what makes this unique culture 
so special. In turn the guests of the museum 
give the Mafwe self-confi dence and also the 
youngest take pride in their culture. 

The Living Museum is supported 
and recommended by the Living 
Culture Founda� on Namibia 
(LCFN), a German-Namibian NGO, 
which helps people in communal 
areas to benefi t from Tourism.

More informa� on about the LCFN and the Mafwe Living Museum you will fi nd on our website: 

www.lcfn.infoon D 3502, 19 km north of Kongola


